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The Name
Awana is an acrostic from 2 Timothy 2:15.

Do your best to present yourself to God as one 
approved, a workman who does not need to be 
ashamed and who correctly handles the word of 
truth. 

Approved Workmen  Are  Not  Ashamed

The Purpose of Awana
The pledge to the Awana fl ag best describes the purpose of Awana:

I pledge allegiance to the Awana fl ag, which stands 
for the Awana clubs, whose goal is to reach boys 
and girls with the gospel of Christ, and train them 
to serve Him. 

The Programs
Cubbies: Kids who are three years old by September 1, 2013.• 
Sparks: Kindergarten through 2nd grade.• 
Truth and Training: 3rd through 6th grade• 

T&T Boys »
T&T Girls  »

If you have kids in the clubs for older children, you’ll notice some 
differences between those programs and the Cubbies program. 
Awana has programs for junior high and high school as well, but 
we don’t participate in them here at Highlands Community Church.
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The Purpose of Cubbies
Cubbies is the Awana club for preschoolers, and it is built on two 
premises:

Young children can and should receive spiritual training.• 
Home is the primary place for spiritual training.• 

Our Cubbies program meets these needs through … Fun – and 
lots of it!

Cubbies is fun with a purpose – to reach and train kids for Jesus 
Christ. Games, puppets, crafts, awards and other activities trans-
form our Cubbies program into a lively weekly experience where 
fun and learning go hand in hand.

Cubbies is a two year program, which alternates between two 
handbooks. So if your child joins Cubbies at 3, he is a fi rst-year 
Cubbie. If your child joins Cubbies at 4, he is a second-year Cub-
bie, even though he will be in the program for only one year. The 
big difference in this distinction is that fi rst-year Cubbies are 
encouraged, if they are capable, to memorize the reference with 
the bold portion of the verse. Second-year Cubbies are required to 
memorize the reference and the whole verse. Please checkmark in 
you child’s handbook which version of the verse you worked on at 
home.

The Cubbies Key Verse
1 John 4:10 God loved us ... and sent His Son. 

The Cubbies Motto
Jesus loves me. 
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The Cubbies Theme Song
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Discipline
Awana as a whole emphasizes structure and discipline, and we start 
that in the Cubbies program. We do this from a Biblical perspective 
(Hebrews 12:11). But we also do this because for this age group 
structure usually translates as security, and security translates as 
love. 

Our leadership team strives to reinforce positive behavior. Disci-
pline is meant to be a loving approach to teaching children appro-
priate behavior. The purpose is for training, correction, and devel-
opment. The focus is on correct future behavior. And our leaders 
come at it with a loving and concerned attitude, which will make 
the child feel secure (loved). 

We use the fi ve-count for group discipline. Clubbers will learn to 
quiet themselves before the end of the count. We use the three-
count for individual discipline. This is two warnings and a trip to 
the director. The next step is a phone call home. 

This age group is also prone to fear new things. We will do every-
thing we can to make the program fun and enjoyable so that your 
child wants to be here. Occasionally, a child just feels the need 
for a loved one. We may call home in these circumstances (not for 
disciplinary purposes) to work out an individual plan for your child 
based on what you think is best.  

Other Developmental Suggestions
We do not change diapers unless we notice the child is in need of 
a change. Occasionally we encounter situations with a child who 
hasn’t yet completely mastered toilet training. We are happy to 
support your child during this important developmental stage. One 
way parents can help us and each other during this time is by do-
nating an extra set of clothing for our “accident” drawer. Please see 
the Cubbies director for details.  
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Healthy Child Policy
Please do not bring your child if he or she has:

cold symptoms (runny nose, sneezing, coughing, fever, ear-• 
ache, etc.)
fl u symptoms (headache, stomachache, diarrhea, vomiting, • 
lethargy, loss of appetite, etc.)
been exposed to, or is carrying, a communicable disease • 
(chicken pox, impetigo, lice, pink eye, etc.)

Giving children medications such as Dimetapp, tylenol, etc., only 
masks the symptoms. Your child may still be contagious, so we ask 
that you do not bring him or her to Cubbies. 

Communication
We use various forms of media to help parents stay informed. 

Parent Newsletters
Be sure to pick up our weekly parent newsletters, which will tell 
you about upcoming theme nights and events.

Calling Clubbers
One of the leaders from your child’s room may call your child 
periodically just to say hi, to build a relationship with your child, 
and also give you an opportunity to provide input. This age is just 
learning how to use the telephone, so you may be asked to help 
with these conversations.

E-mail
E-mail is rarely used to communicate with parents. If it is used it 
will be only for information that is not time-sensitive, and it will be 
used in such a way to protect the privacy of your e-mail address. 
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Weekly Schedule
Our weekly schedule is centered around hiding God’s Word in 
your child’s heart. The way we do this is through nine different 
segments of our evening. 

Craft Time
Opening Ceremonies
Puppet Show
Bible Biography
Song Time
Snack Time
Handbook Time
Game Time
Awards

6:15 – 6:35  Check-in and craft time
  (Room Time)
If there are not two leaders in your child’s room, you will be asked 
to stay until a second leader arrives. This is a church-wide policy 
for safety reasons. If you need any more information please ask. 

6:40 – 7:05* Opening Ceremonies 
  (Large Group Time)
  Puppet Show
  Bible Biography
  Song Time 

7:10 – 7:35 Snack Time (Small Group Time)
  Handbook Time

7:40-7:55 Game Time   

7:55-8:00 Awards, if any (Room Time)
  Check-out

* Printed is the schedule for Red and Green Rooms. Blue and Yel-
low rooms fl ip-fl op the 6:40 segment and the 7:10 segment. 
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We try to have all these segments centered around a given theme, 
because, for this age in particular, when we engage more of their 
senses, it’s more likely that they will internalize the message. 

For example, if we were learning about Noah’s Ark, the evening 
might go something like this: 

Our craft might be some kind of a boat with animals. • 
Our puppet show would be about promises.• 
Our story would be about Noah.• 
Our songs might include: “Who built the ark: Noah, Noah,” • 
and “Rise and Shine”
Our verse might be Psalm 119:160 All Your words are true…• 
Our snack might be Goldfi sh crackers.• 
Our game might be one where we run in groups of two at a • 
time.

Snacks
We ask that each family provide a snack for all of our Cubbies one 
time during the year. A note will be sent home with your clubber 
that describes your assigned week’s theme and some suggestions 
that might help you plan a snack that fi ts well into our theme. This 
is provided to you purely for informational purposes and is not a 
requirement of any kind. We are grateful for any snack you bring. 
If you prefer to choose your week instead, there is a sign-up sheet 
at the front desk.

Please do not bring snacks containing peanuts or peanut by-
products because we have children with severe allergies. Most 
food labels or ingredients lists contain warnings such as “Produced 
on equipment that also processes products containing peanuts.” If 
your snack does not contain a warning similar to this, your snack is 
probably safe to bring. Thank you!
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The Books
Because Cubbies is so dependent on parents, we want you to have 
an idea of how you can get the most out of the program.  

Each week the assignment will be a Bear Hug, a Special Day, or 
both. Each Bear Hug has:

1-page Cubbie Story• 
1-page Bible Biography and activity• 
Verse or summary verse (Some parents want their child to • 
memorize more. Write in what your child memorized, and they 
will get credit.)
Past weeks review verse• 
Apple Tree Activity (extra credit)• 

Your signature in the Apple Tree section indicates that you com-
pleted the Apple Tree activity with your Cubbie. 

Each Special Day (in the back of the handbook) has just the Bible 
Story, the Activity, and the Verse.

The Uniform
Wearing the Cubbies uniform encourages:

Discipline.• 
Club unity.• 
Identifi cation of leaders and clubbers.• 
Award achievement.• 

Please see the back cover of the Handbook to see proper placement 
of awards. You child’s name badge should be safety-pinned to the 
front of the uniform and remain attached to the vest from week to 
week.

There is a pocket on your child’s vest for leaders to place awards 
until you have time to attach them to the vest. BadgeMagic 
is an excellent tool to use to attach awards to the vest. Sets of 
BadgeMagic are available to purchase from the Cubbies Secretary.
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Saying Verses
Ideally, each week you and your child together would read the 
assigned chapter, called “Bear Hug,” and do the reviews and activi-
ties associated with each lesson. We recognize that can’t always 
happen, and their teachers will have time in the classroom to 
practice the verses as well. Additionally, each verse is reviewed for 
three weeks. 

To receive credit for every verse, the leader is allowed to give two 
helps. Giving word clues is considered a help. Nodding your head 
is an encouragement, not a help. 

The purpose of Awana is to help kids hide God’s Word in their 
heart—the verse and the reference. First-year Cubbies are encour-
aged to memorize the reference with the verse, but we understand 
that this might be too much for that age. Second-year Cubbies are 
required to cite the reference and the verse. 

Identifi cation
Clubber safety and security is paramount at Awana. Each child is 
issued an identifi cation name badge. When you drop off your child 
at Cubbies, you can note on the attendance sheet if another adult is 
picking up your child. If there is a time when there is no alterna-
tive but for someone to pick up your child unexpectedly, the adult 
will be required to present a driver’s license and we will note the 
license number. We also will make every effort to speak with you 
by phone to verify the change in plans. (We have your phone num-
ber from your registration form on fi le. You can confi rm the phone 
number that we have with the Cubbies Director.) Please be aware 
of this extra procedure on days when you have a change in plans, 
and be prepared with an extra measure of patience when we need 
to institute these security steps. Your child’s safety is our primary 
concern. The Early Childhood Offi ce can be reached after hours by 
calling 425-255-4751 ext. 3. 
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Awards
The back of the handbook shows the vest layout and where to put 
the patches children earn. 

They earn patches and credit for:

Saying their weekly verses. They earn a sticker for the Bear • 
Hug verse and a sticker for the Apple Tree verse. 
Patches for their vest• 

The fi rst patch they earn tells which book they are in.    »
Every four weeks they earn a patch for their vest for the  »
A or C. The A and C are reminders that we review all 
throughout the year. A stands for All have sinned (Romans 
3:23). 
C stands for While we were … sinners … Christ died for us 
(Romans 5:8). When they complete one book, they should 
have all the patches for the A or the C. Start by fi lling in 
the C fi rst. The patches are iron-ons, but we strongly urge 
you to reinforce them with stitching or affi x them with 
BadgeMagic (available from the Awana store). 

Participation in Theme Nights and wearing the Cubbies Uni-• 
form (vest). We assign a different theme to each meeting night. 
It might involve dressing up or bringing an item. The team with 
the highest percentage of participation is dismissed fi rst for 
snack time.

HCC Weather & Delay Info Hotline
*** 206-957-2345

As a general rule, if the Renton School District (RSD) is closed on 
Wednesday due to weather, Awana will be cancelled that evening.   
If the RSD starts late or conditions deteriorate during the day, 
please call the message hotline number above for the latest  status.  
We will also try to contact all the leaders if Awana is cancelled 
for the evening.  When returning, we will stay on schedule and 
the Cubbie will do the current Bear Hug and the missed Bear Hug 
from the previous week.
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Annual Award Ceremony
Our fi nal meeting of the year is our Awards Presentation and Cer-
emony. Families and friends are invited to attend. 

Annual awards are also given for completing ALL Apple Tree 
activites. 

Awana Website
Awana Ministries has a website that is loaded with current infor-
mation, ideas, resources, and products for raising children. You can 
check out the latest Forums and Blogs, you can download newslet-
ters, you can preview programs Awana has in development, you 
can order Awana products and much more. Check it out at http://
www.awana.org/. 

Awana Products
Awana offers many products: CDs to help memorize verses, book 
bags, T-shirts, all kinds of things. You can order them from the 
Cubbies Secretary (which saves on shipping costs, but might take 
longer) or from the Awana website directly, http://store.awana.org/. 

Hint: There are many products on the Awana web site that make 
great stocking stuffers or other family incentives you may use. 

11



Contact Information
Highlands Community Church does its best to protect the privacy 
of our ministry personnel. Your leaders will provide you with their 
contact information directly. If you do not have that information, 
please contact us for assistance.

Barb Hovater (barb.cubbies@gmail.com)  
Jackie Martinson (425-255-4751, jackiem@highlandscc.org) 
http://www.highlandscc.org/

You too can be a Cubbies leader or substitute. 

We are always looking for people who love the Lord, love chil-
dren, and feel called to make a difference in the lives of our chil-
dren.  More leaders can help make our program more effective by 
lowering the ratio of children to leaders.  Please talk to the Cub-
bies Director if you are interested.
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Contact Information

Title Job Description

Pastor

HCC Staff 
Oversight

Ultimately responsible for the 
Awana program.

Commander Reports to the HCC Staff position in oversee-
ing the clubs.

Director Reports to the Commander and 
oversees one club and the leaders in 
that club.

Game 
Director

Oversees game time. 

Secretary Reports to the Director for record-
keeping, ordering supplies, and other organiza-
tional responsibilities.

Room Assignments
Lead Teacher Responsible for implementing the activities 

scheduled for individual room time. 
Responsible to mentor Leaders and Helpers.

Leader Oversee a specifi c group of 4-5 kids 
in their room.

Helper Students who gain experience and are trained 
by the other Leaders and the Lead Teacher in 
their room.
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Contact Information

Name for 2013-14 club year Contact
Information

Pastor Derek Nelson 425-255-4751

Cubbies only: Jackie Martinson,
Early Childhood Director

All other programs: Jennica Mosser,
Elementary Director

425-255-4751

Jerry Mays mays1985@
msn.com

Cubbies: Barb Hovater barb.cubbies@
gmail.com

Dave Hovater

Cubbies: Teresa Walrod
All other programs: Jill Mays, 
Head Secretary

Red Yellow Green Blue
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Awana helps churches and 
parents worldwide raise children and 

youth to know, love and 
serve Christ.

Because Kids Matter To God!

3031 NE 10th St
Renton WA 98056
425-255-4751
www.highlandscc.org

Our mission is to teach children and 
students to come to KNOW God 

personally, passionately GROW in their 
relationship with Him and purposefully 

GO and share His love with others.


